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load upon the owners of baltpctre, who had provided it for exporta-
tion or sale on the faith of a free trade for it from the upper provinces,
and we found it necessary to relieve them from this loss by agreeing
to purchase what they already possessed, at a moderate valuation, for
which payment has been made in Company's interest notes.
36.    Having,  agreably  to  the  instructions contained in  these para-
graphs, called upon Mr. Hastings for the payment of interest at 8 per cent
per  annum  upon   the  sum  of  27,143  rupees   drawn
^ Paiagraphs 69 to      from   the   treasury   by   him   in   February    1775   on
72 *                            account   of  Captain  Summers'  estate  for  the  period
which the said sum remained in his hands, and upon Mr. Du Carell the
acting attorney of Lord dive's executors to pay back the sum of 29,169
rupees received by Mr. Francis and him from the treasury on the same
account in January 1780, with interest also at the above rate; wTe find
by a minute from Mr. Hastings that the sum drawn by him as attorney
for the executors at that time was immediately credited to the estate of
Lord Clive and interest allowed in account, to the estate for the balance
which occasionally remained in his hands, whenever that balance was
considerable enough to make it an object. The estate therefore ought, if
any interest is due to the Company, to be liable for it, as he never reaped
any advantage from the possession of the sum in question. He drew it
from the treasury in payment of the Company's bond for the benefit of
the estate and without any knowledge of the assignment of that bond to
the Company, which consequently ought to have been demanded from
him, or payment of it refused when tendered for payment.
37.    Mr. Du Carell has informed us in reply to our requisition, and
we find his information just, that in consequence of instructions from
the executors, of the late Lord Clive in England dated soth May 1780,
and received here in 1781, Messrs, Wheler and J. Fowke, the acting attor-
neys then in Calcutta, did on the 5th of April 1781 give up an interest
bond of the Honourable Company for the sum of rupees 39,196-12-, which
was accordingly cancelled.   This appears therefore to have been an antici-
pation of your orders so far as they relate to the claim on the actual
attornies.
38.    But if  a further claim should still  be made for the interest
demanded from Mr. Hastings it may with propriety be urged, and the
attornies will probably urge, the large sums which have almost constantly
remained in deposit at the treasury on account of Lord dive's estate,
greatly over balancing the principal sum on which the interest is now
demanded.
39.    We have transmitted a copy of these paragraphs to your Board
of Trade  that they may use their endeavours  to prevent  any persons
lunder their authority from granting assistance to the
Paragraphs 73 to     foreign companies or to individuals of foreign nations
in the article of trade contrary to the agth section of
the Act of Parliament of the siist year of His Present Majesty's reign.   We